
 FROM CORRECTIONS TO CARE 
Reducing Criminalization of Mental Illness in Nashville 



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj5ltTZpt_LAhUDYyYKHTyICx8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image%3D12284%26picture%3Dhospital&bvm=bv.117868183,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNG3hydvryChf1m5liT5QJO7FWkPZQ&ust=1459114336694232


A Broken System 



A Broken System 



Why Now?  

Voices for Change  

Elected Officials:   

Mayor Megan Barry, Sheriff Daron Hall, 

Judge Melissa Blackburn, Public Defender 

Dawn Deaner 

 

Community Health Priority:  

Healthy Nashville Leadership Council, 

Vanderbilt University, St. Thomas Health.  

 

Metro Government 

Health, Police, Social Services, Nashville 

General Hospital 

 

Community Partners 

Meharry Medical College, Centerstone, 

Mental Health Cooperative, National 

Alliance for the Mentally Ill, Park Center, 

Elam Mental Health Center.   

 





Where to  

Start?  



Early View 

24/7 Mental Health Urgent Care 

 

Planning Council  

 

Prioritize Prevention & ACEs  
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Planning Council 



Prevention: 

Training & 

Coordination 
Adverse Childhood Experiences 



Measuring 

System 

Change 

Year One:  

• More people treated & 

stabilized at Co-op   

• Lower wait times at Co-op 

and NGH 

• More efficient use of MNPD 

resources 

 

Year Two and Three:  

• More diversion at every level 

as appropriate 

• Fewer mentally ill in jail  



Road to Recovery 



James Hildreth, Ph.D., M.D. 
Shahid Ali, M.D. 
Dr. William Richie 
Meharry Medical College 
 
Judge Melissa Blackburn  
 
Pamela J. Womack 
Amanda Myatt Bracht 
Mental Health Co-op 
 
Thomas Campbell, MD 
Board of Health         
 
Will Connelly 
Homelessness Commission 
 
Robin Nobling 
NAMI Nashville 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   

Dr. Joseph Webb 
Veronica Elders 
Nashville General Hospital   

 

Sheriff Daron Hall 

 

Dawn Deaner 
Emily Herbert 

Public Defender 

 

Barbara Quinn 

Park Center 

 

Damian Huggins 
Metro Nashville Police Department  

 

 

Samuel R. Scales  
Elam Mental Health Center 

 

Dr. Bob Vero 
Centerstone 

 

Bill Paul, M.D., M.P.H 

Angie Thompson 

Cathy Seigenthaler, RN 
Metro Public Health Department 

 

PIP Team 
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